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Teedie was not exactly the stuff of greatness: he was small for his size. Delicate. Nervous. Timid.
By the time he was ten years old, he had a frail body and weak eyes. He was deviled by asthma,
tormented by bullies. His favorite place to be was at home. Some might think that because of
these things, Teedie was destined for a ho-hum life. But they would be wrong. For teeedie had a
strong mind, as well as endless curiosity and determination. Is that all? No. Teedie also had
ideas of his own--lots of them. It wasn't long before the world knew him as Theodore Roosevelt,
the youngest president of the United States.

Book DescriptionHardcover edition$16.00 CL/$22.00 CAN978-0-618-17999-2 --This text refers
to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From BooklistYoung readers familiar with the burly, hale
Teddy Roosevelt who lived for adventure will likely be surprised to learn that as a lad he was a
sickly, nearsighted asthmatic. Yet this privileged city kid, bully-prey, decided early on never to let
his frailties govern his ambitions. Brown uses copious quotations to good measure as he flits
through Roosevelt’s young life. (The quotes are unsourced, though a bibliography is appended,
including Roosevelt’s autobiography.) Roosevelt’s words help impart the man’s predilection for
sternly poetic hyperbole: to get fit, “he paddled ‘in the hottest sun, over the roughest water, in the
smallest boat.’” The artwork is what one expects from Brown—vignettes of scratchy pen-work
that capture humor and drama with equal ease—and show Teddy’s progression from a wispy
twig into a big stick. While this account may not possess the laser-beam focus of Brown’s recent
compact histories Let It Begin Here and All Stations Distress (both 2008), it does have a more
kid-friendly hook in the young man whose determination trumped his boyhood shortcomings.
Grades 1-3. --Ian Chipman --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.Review"Brown’s characteristically vigorous scrawls capture both the scrawny boy and the
bulldog of a man, infusing his vignettes with a sizable helping of wit. All in all, this is a spot-on
introductory book for lower grades."--Kirkus Reviews"Line and wash illustrations add movement
and a playful tone to the serious text, which generously incorporates quotes from Roosevelt . . .
An author’s note concludes this brief overview and may well encourage youngsters to learn
more about this fascinating figure."--School Library Journal, starred review". . . vignettes of
scratchy pen-work that capture humor and drama with equal ease—and shows Teddy’s
progression from a wispy twig into a big stick . . . a more kid-friendly hook in the young man
whose determination trumped his boyhood shortcomings."--Booklist"Brown’s signature
watercolors follow the text and, on the final page, provide a potent instructional summation as
President Theodore Roosevelt stands at the bully pulpit while a hand-lettered text proclaims his
accomplishments."--Horn Book--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.About the AuthorDon Brown is the YALSA excellence in nonfiction and Sibert Honor award-



winning author and illustrator of many nonfiction graphic novels for teens and picture book
biographies. He has been widely praised for his resonant storytelling and his delicate watercolor
paintings that evoke the excitement, humor, pain, and joy of lives lived with passion. School
Library Journal has called him "a current pacesetter who has put the finishing touches on the
standards for storyographies." He lives in New York with his
family.www.booksbybrown.comInstagram: @donsart--This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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In loving memory of my brother, Ty In loving memory of my brother, TyCopyright © 2009 by Don
BrownAll rights reserved. Originally published in hardcover by Houghton Mifflin Books for
Children,an imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, 2009.For information
about permission to reproduce selections from this book, write
totrade.permissions@hmhco.com or to Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company,3 Park Avenue, 19th Floor, New York, New York 10016.www.hmhco.comThe text was
set in Adobe Garamond Pro.The illustrations are pen and ink and watercolor on paper, as well as
digitally created.Book design by Carol Goldenberg Copyright © 2009 by Don BrownAll rights
reserved. Originally published in hardcover by Houghton Mifflin Books for Children,an imprint of
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, 2009.For information about permission to
reproduce selections from this book, write totrade.permissions@hmhco.com or to Permissions,
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company,3 Park Avenue, 19th Floor, New York, New York
10016.www.hmhco.comThe text was set in Adobe Garamond Pro.The illustrations are pen and
ink and watercolor on paper, as well as digitally created.Book design by Carol Goldenberg

AAAaaaEN-YEAR-OLD TEEDIE played with his sisters and brotherAAAaaain their fine house
on Twentieth Street. He liked beingthere, for Teedie was a timid homebody who studied
withvisiting tutors instead of going to school. Small for his age, hehad weak eyes and frail
muscles. Sickly lungs left him gasping.He’d later describe himself as “delicate.” Surely, a boy like
himwould expect nothing more than the most unremarkable oflives. But Teedie—Teddy
Roosevelt—had different thoughts ofwhat his future would be. TEN-YEAR-OLD TEEDIE played
with his sisters and brotherin their fine house on Twentieth Street. He liked beingthere, for Teedie
was a timid homebody who studied withvisiting tutors instead of going to school. Small for his
age, hehad weak eyes and frail muscles. Sickly lungs left him gasping.He’d later describe
himself as “delicate.” Surely, a boy like himwould expect nothing more than the most
unremarkable oflives. But Teedie—Teddy Roosevelt—had different thoughts ofwhat his future
would be.

The Roosevelts were one of New York City’s wealthiest families,and Teedie enjoyed uncommon
privileges such as servants, grandvacations to foreign lands, and summer houses.aa.Teedie, his
brother, Ellie, and his sisters, Bamie and Conie, lovedsummers in the country. They had cats,
dogs, rabbits, and a Shetlandpony named General Grant. Their father taught them to climb
trees.They ran barefoot, picked apples, gathered nuts, and hunted frogssuccessfully and
woodchucks unsuccessfully. They built wigwams inthe woods. The Roosevelts were one of New
York City’s wealthiest families,and Teedie enjoyed uncommon privileges such as servants,
grandvacations to foreign lands, and summer houses.aa.Teedie, his brother, Ellie, and his
sisters, Bamie and Conie, lovedsummers in the country. They had cats, dogs, rabbits, and a



Shetlandpony named General Grant. Their father taught them to climb trees.They ran barefoot,
picked apples, gathered nuts, and hunted frogssuccessfully and woodchucks unsuccessfully.
They built wigwams inthe woods.

But the Roosevelts’ wealth couldn’t protect Teedie from asthma. Thedisease made him struggle
for air, and gave him the terrifying feelingof slowly drowning. Asthma puzzled doctors, and there
were no clearremedies. Frightened and unsure what to do, his father paced the roomwith little
Teedie in his arms or his mother rubbed his chest with hergentle fingers. They took Teedie on
long carriage drives in search of ahelpful “change of air.” Panicked, they even experimented with
wildcures, sometimes having young Teedie gulp coffee or puff on a cigar.Asthma would always
trouble him, deviling him into adulthood fromtime to time. But the Roosevelts’ wealth couldn’t
protect Teedie from asthma. Thedisease made him struggle for air, and gave him the terrifying
feelingof slowly drowning. Asthma puzzled doctors, and there were no clearremedies.
Frightened and unsure what to do, his father paced the roomwith little Teedie in his arms or his
mother rubbed his chest with hergentle fingers. They took Teedie on long carriage drives in
search of ahelpful “change of air.” Panicked, they even experimented with wildcures, sometimes
having young Teedie gulp coffee or puff on a cigar.Asthma would always trouble him, deviling
him into adulthood fromtime to time.Despite his weak body, Teedie had a strong mind.AaHe
loved reading.Aa“My father and mother [had] the good sense not to try to get me toread
anything I did not like,” he said, adding, “I do not believe a child’sbook is really good unless
grown-ups get something out of it.” Despite his weak body, Teedie had a strong mind.AaHe
loved reading.Aa“My father and mother [had] the good sense not to try to get me toread
anything I did not like,” he said, adding, “I do not believe a child’sbook is really good unless
grown-ups get something out of it.”

He had boundless curiosity. Once he walked down the street andspotted a dead seal laid out on
a slab of wood.Aa“That seal filled me with every possible feeling of romance andadventure,” he
said. “I carefully made a record of utterly uselessmeasurements and at once began to write a
natural history of my ownon the strength of that seal. I did get the seal’s skull, and
promptlystarted the Roosevelt Museum of Natural History.”AaIt was a natural turn for a boy’s
whose father had helped found theAmerican Museum of Natural History in New York City. He
had boundless curiosity. Once he walked down the street andspotted a dead seal laid out on a
slab of wood.Aa“That seal filled me with every possible feeling of romance andadventure,” he
said. “I carefully made a record of utterly uselessmeasurements and at once began to write a
natural history of my ownon the strength of that seal. I did get the seal’s skull, and
promptlystarted the Roosevelt Museum of Natural History.”AaIt was a natural turn for a boy’s
whose father had helped found theAmerican Museum of Natural History in New York City.
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Ulyyf, “Teddy Roosevelt before he was awesome. We all know about TR, right? Rough Riders,
teddy bear, once was shot in the middle of a speech and kept on talking for a whole HOUR AND
A HALF, using his bleeding arm to gesture with? Made of pure, 110% unadulturated awesome?
Also a conservationist and, you know, president? (One of the big ones, not like Polk or Fillmore
or somebody.)Well, you may not believe it, but back before he was awesome Teddy Roosevelt
was a puny, weak, asthmatic little boy. (Apparently he never recovered from the asthma, he just
lived around it. Fair enough.) No, it's true! So here is this whole book about TR as a kid and
young adult and how he triumphed over his weaknesses through sheer force of will. He rides
horses (and doesn't even notice his arm is broken once until several jumps had gone by, as a
well-timed quote from the man himself indicates), he learns to box, he becomes a cowboy to
recover from the death of his wife and his mother on the same day... well, the list goes on and
on.One note - "inspirational" tales about disability abound. Not everybody who is asthmatic or
physically weak or disabled is going to be able to overcome these problems by "trying hard", and
neither will all of them especially want to. This is a great book, and pretty accurate, but if you're
giving it to inspire a disabled/weak/asthmatic friend, reconsider your motives. Then, when you're
back to viewing this as a great true story, give it with an open heart. It's a great book. (It's a pity I
even have to say this, but if you've ever been disabled you'll know how annoying it is to be told,
in alternating breaths, both that you could get out of your wheelchair and walk if you wanted to/
tried harder/prayed better and then that you're brave and inspirational for venturing out of the
house at all.)Also, please note that this is a lengthy book. Your younger children might not sit still
long enough to get through it all. Save it for reading alone or for reading to an older crowd.”

Goldilocks, “Excellent Book. Purchased for our homeschool literature curriculum as used was
cheaper than the kit. Book seems perfectly new! Shipped quickly and is in better condition than
promised.”

Sherri Brown, “Great read for young history buffs. This was so good I loved reading this to my
grandson. Who was named after president  Roosevelt”

Vikki G, “I love how he keep children's interest in. I'm a follower of Don Brown's books for many
years now.  I love how he keep children's interest in history”

L. Henry Dowell-Playwright, “An Excellent Book. Pick this book up for your kids. You will be so
glad you did!!! Kids need to know the man who became hands down our greatest President!!!”

Gypsy Wyn, “Five Stars. Cute book!”

stephen, “Great story to teach kids determination. Great story about on of our most influential



Presidents with a great moral story for our children to learn from”

Elizabeth Worland, “My son loves this book.. My son loves this book. He is named for Teddy
Roosevelt, so he was thrilled to have an age appropriate book.”

The book by Don Brown has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 37 people have provided feedback.
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